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South Korea’s Middle Power Diplomacy:
The Establishment of MIKTA
Poowin Bunyavejchewin*

Institute of East Asian Studies

Thammasat University

Abstract

Since the 1990s, the national power of South Korea has increased rapidly, and
the country is now considered as a middle power. Middle power diplomacy, which
propounds a global role for the country, has been a constant theme in South Korea’s
foreign policy for nearly two decades. Park Geun-hye’s government put forward the
idea to establish MIKTA, an informal consultative group between the five middle
powers of Mexico, Indonesia, South Korea, Turkey, and Australia, which came into
exist in September 2013. This article examines South Korea’s middle power diplomacy ’
in general and the establishment of MIKTA in particular.

Keyword: middle power, middle power diplomacy, MIKTA, South Korea
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A. Cooper et al. (1993, pp. 17-19)
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luTanqﬂﬁéTdﬁnquﬂswgﬁaﬂ f.91.
2008 Fgarwrvtunaslddunuiniu
msu“smﬁﬂmﬁzﬁuianLﬁuvmn%u Tag
wwzunummelunga G20 Fadunaii
lunnsn3aiiedissuainusauiadu
ATEINITERT U TSINANRIUILA LA
Uszineiaswgiorwalng 20 dszinenia
Tan demahwihiidsanadinindans
vszzn (A. F. Cooper, 2015, p. 100) agn4'ls
AMUUNLINGINETBI3FEWILIUNAN

645-60 in.indd 56

56

uacdununadglunissanis st
wawgfialan ludivilddseswisud Lee
P2UMWALA uazwIenIguue3 Kevin Rudd
va908masidy Jesfeznadinsauaia
fudalndiszsruathunasszamansn
ugasunumaagylumsuImsdanmaszay
1an (S. Lee, 2016, p. 2)

Mexico, Indonesia, Republic of
Korea, Turkey and Australia w38 MIKTA
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\DugMnuadse (agenda-setter) UazUEAY
UNUINIBIR98TTA luszdulan uanan
% MIKTA %:wmmm’wﬁulumsa%jq
UTINAFIU WalWIUWIN widunsu{ua
=;-=ln=: v 1A Adc{ A
nanga uszaiIvinTIn arudnmdun
gaNIuIlsinagu1Tn MIKTA

4. MIKTA az1fuianna (bridge-
head) lunssiuauumsvamanuiuile
JUuuude g dremsusasiisassndszlond
ANNFININITBUET UazaMuTaLRn lugius
GﬁLLuulmajmaaﬁudmﬁLﬁuqmmLLa:’sz
niima (cross-regional and value-added
_partnership) (MOFA, n.d., pp. 32-33)

fauiid1 MIKTA anungudinmn

= A 1 A = o -
wisef Widunens dellansmsuuuiaia
218 (network) (S. Lee, 2016, p. 2)ud
dszinagun®n MIKTA fdszauanuasa
Tumsvauwna lnnsuszanuwiu (coordi-
) L { o d v 57
nation mechanism) iNaduinfaung lag
dnsdszguluszdudnag Wunalananlu
nszvaumsdadulanaznsriiulouely
UHI& msdszguves MIKTA udvaan'le
Hu 3 szau laun
ar a

1. mydszguigunasaivdseing
(Foreign Ministers’ Meeting - FMM) 1ilu

Qs d' o v A @ a
nalnwanfirhnindedula laamsdsza
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Sgunaidszinadaduda: 2 a%s e
me_ﬁamwuﬁﬂﬁmﬁﬂizmﬂam%n MIKTA
ﬁdanéﬁ
2 matinmmievasdsemua
N:Lwlui’m;]i (Speakers’ Consultation)tIw
nalnlnaififadidulud a.a. 2015 e
smgununegsiilunszuunisianiuas
fnuanszres MIKTA lagluifosdud
msdInswiTeivunuinvassn lunsin
Wnun ﬂmsﬁ‘mmaﬂwﬁaﬁulﬂﬂﬁﬂa
mﬁ@msﬂsnﬁugﬁmﬂﬁﬂszmﬂam%n
MIKTA @83tHT5Yy WaznITNTIaaIaud
Tuausynsinmd

3. msﬁsz’gw’ﬁwﬁwﬁmﬂa (Sen-
ior Officials’ Meeting - SOM) Junaln
Inaignnalnnits Aifedetulull e 2015
RaugamuwaInslunsdaEss e e
faludsznifuriaszduninmfuazwnana
ulIMIzFAIaNeTIRNITINTUAY
p9fnIARIENaITaIUIEInAaINTn MIKTA
(Colakoglu, 2016, pp. 273-274)

afla n3Uszgures MIKTA 9230
I 3 729 lefun (1) Myyseguguwununms
Uszguadamandsem@ (2) madszgu
sendamsdszgugaseangy G20 uae
(3) nwsﬂsz"qwn'wmsﬁ%ﬂi‘fu‘[aUﬂszmﬁﬁ
ﬁmﬁwﬁp}fﬂszmmm MIKTA (Schiavon
& Dominguez, 2016, p. 502) %ana1nnaln
mydszaunuia Ussinasu1sn MIKTA
Fsfinsdendszmevimihfidsesu (chair)
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% YazTTin

drodunuvesndszgy lavdszinad
° v c‘ - 1 o 1

m%mwﬂs:mumwszaglumme 11
Wndlndwdszimausnfvnniind s

MIKTA aueauimwnile: uazaasiasify

aua1du (MOFA, n.d., p. 16)
audsifagiu MIKTA leszyase
wanvasauuia Y 7 e ldud (1) anu
i"iumqmmw (@) mwmvimﬁaumfnwa (3)
m‘sﬁ@umazmﬁl’aﬁu (4) anuUaeuulag
vavEMn)iame (5) midenIe (6)
ANURaaAuNIINITIUWAITOUITHINY
Useina uaz (7) ﬂmﬁun‘.ﬁmﬂ (MOFA,
n.d., pp. 19-21) UaNIIMIITRANVBIANY
Tulauan Nansiuway MIKTA fefiansme
lulumadsniufianssuzengn G20 uas
njuasEgia BRICS lagiawiznisaan
memmfs"mLﬁmﬁuﬂmﬁm:ﬁuqﬁmﬂ
wazszeulan (A. F. Cooper, 2015, p. 101)
U wnaInIniTIusunaIanslsine
MIKTA 71@288a1un1satluinindiniie
(The MIKTA Foreign Ministers’ Joint
Communiqué on the Situation in North

Korea) 1Tueiu g

* : Y o

5. 1NMWALe nu MIKTA
imwaleidulssinediin MIKTA
LLazLﬂunguﬁuamuwmﬂL"ﬁogﬂmﬂ’lu
NRNAINEIY UNUINTIauTasinInale
anaR T ladnfinandadnianieni-
[ 1 - = L4
gnsengasvaIlszing na1da (nwnald

59

o
o 1

o o a P A
mag'lmamzmmuaamammua GRS IRS

a Ad 1 A‘J
Qumﬂﬂwmwuﬂsﬂﬂuamamn nIlums
LWAIEgNa Madiad uszanuduay unun

PaImuiladignitfaaonisiiasves
WW181U19 (great power politics) FEHINN
an3gy I dilw uasimBe (Snyder, 2013)
Usznaufumsinsulandanuinniiniie
Ussinaiantduifainudaudsnuun
g Tuwsfl invaldssifannusansn
ﬁﬁwﬁ'&‘lummamuwmnmﬂ‘lun“a‘imﬂ
Tuiinswanaunadszlasivesan (Co-
lakoglu, 2016, p. 279) &eiwail tnnaldRs
ﬁi”aLﬂu@TmLﬂﬂﬂi:g}g’qﬁmﬂﬁuua:umam
dusulnal g Lﬁaussqwaﬂsﬂmmfl,vﬁwﬁ
vialumamaidasuaziemsghia nilalunums
ganfifia MysiumInaigdmnathunans
MBUWINULULATBTY (network ap-
proach) (Sohn, 2015a, pp. 4-5) Wia
usasoanluiuiuazdssduiliudaniu
UAITTUND

nfinannlddredu azAnladn
nnaladUssruALAINEIna LI lung
wgasunummelugiinazaian Tuusdt
edasRuanuEaIUNUIN U TUTZRING
Uszine uwaznisuInnsdanisszaulan
Icﬂamwn:mmw‘%nmmwn:ﬁmmaoﬁ@ﬂ
ulsnaunw (Engin & Baba, 2015, p. 21;
Teo, 2016)msn’aé¥q MIKTA (Jusdu
wilirasneeandsnsgn wwmzimwnalela
suTnuaasununluszaulanlaagned
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vriihwansfitwne131é (Sohn, 2015b)

f1suinnala MIKTA 1du
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2891N1%A L lunsuSunsdanisszaulan
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agenda)"ﬁaamﬂﬁ_aoﬁumwuﬁ'\ﬁtyrﬁomu
(priority) 283Uszing darfinldanany
f15VaIMRA LG lumInanauld MIKTA
sanunasmsaiAsiuTymiaedes
imwaiwile (The Korea Times, 2015) @4
a:ﬁamﬁmaﬁuaguﬁn‘mﬁlﬂé’%’umn
Uszineasandniduagrofiluusdi nswdn
a% MIKTA %uﬂummmuﬁﬁuma"m%’u
IMWALS UM TRILESUMITURAIARTZNTNT
Uszine (international presence) (S. Lee,
2016, p. 5) '
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PIMWALA (Seonjou, 2013, p. 1) uazhu
JEzEn? awIAaTey MIKTA fidufady
Wuanuhidefie (credibility) vesdssina
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